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EDITORIAL

Dear A3l

I'd like to exbend a cheery "hello” to all of you out there from
2ll of me here at BRATG, and I hope you all enjoy reading this
magazine in its thirty-seventh appearance.

There has been s gratifyingly large number of contributiorns to
this edition, with the only recalcitrants being the societies
who didn't make it to I.V.,and therefore didn't get notice of
the deadline until after it was past, so thanks to everyone for
being so almest prompt (more almost prompt than I've been).

That®s 211, Best of luck with what remains of your exams, have a
happy Christmas, and I'1l see you in Sydney if I den't see you
before.

Lots of Love,
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holme builo’img

sydney university

33 ntervarsity choral fostival

Greetings and Salutations, choristers ail!

33rd IV approaches af inecorable rate, and we hope the
thought is more uplifting than devastin as varicus of you
+ g- . ’-. 5 s
struggle to realign yourselves with normality after Adélaide 1IV!

Whe
planni

¢ news then, from the committee at the forefront of
g this masterful venture??

oW

A group of uz will be singing at the Rugby League Grand Final
in g few weeks. 28M is sponsoring us at least $400 for a 1lOmin
segment. We are learning a selection of songs somewhat different
to cur usual repertoire; we suspect that 4-part madrigals might
incite ardent football fans to a bout of derisive beex-can
hurling!

The 1V committee has grown by two members; a need was felt
for an assistant Pub. Officer (Joy sharpe) and an assistant
Liason Officer (me! - just in time to write this! Liz Strasser
rimes her essays welll), OCOur first meeting was a 5 hour stint
last weelk; somecne suggested that business would be dealt with
more quickiy if we met standing up, but I feel that is movre the
prerogative of a standing committeel

We have established positive contact with those of choral
bent at Mezcquarie University - a friendly bunch named, we think,
Macquarie Uni Singers, as opposed to 'Choral Soc.” which may
otherwise have caused some degree of indentity crisis when they
confronted the Melbourne mob,

At the time of writing this, it is 33 weeks to 33rd IV, so
start girding vour loins rfor the fray! Missa Solemnis is going
to take all vou'wve got, and the whirl of social activity will
take even morel!

Cheerio then, until another time!

{ /:(:EW, %4 <
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ATCSA PRESIDENT'S REPORT TO THE AIVGC MEETING, &UCGUST 33137, 1981

At the last Council meeting, mv report was on an optimistic note, and I said
that AICSA was now starting to realise its potential. This year has, of course,
seen the same Fxecutive team in office as last year, and it would be fair to
describe the year as one of consolidation and development.

In our two years in office, we have had twe major policy platforms.

The first and most important of these is that ALCSA should approach national bodies
for funding on behalf of IV Organising Committees. It becams cleay to us very
earlv on that bodies suchas the Music Board of the Australla Council while
supporting the concept of IV Choral Festivities wholeheartedly, were concorned
about an apparent lack of contiouity of organisation between IVs. Every time

IVs applied for funding, it was on a different letterhead, with totally different
personnel making the application, and it gave the impression of an Fad hoce"
organisation. We believe that since AICSA has been making the applications, this
impression has been dispelled, and this is reflected in the increase in the

grant they have made to IVs, despite gemeral cutbacks. Adelaide IV received 53,000
from the Music Board this year - the biggest granct they have made to us.

The second major policy was that, because government funding Is genevally £alling
in real terms, we ahould be more active and methodical in seeking private sector
funding for IVs. We talked to Arts Research, Training and Support, Ltd. (ARTS,
itd.), which is a non-profit organisation based in Sydney to help groups such

as ours gain expertise in this area. They suggested we look for sectors of the
market which were dominated by a small number or compaaies in fierce competition
with each other, in particular oii companies and banks. We have talked to several
companies based in Sydney and Melhourne regarding sponsorship of, you guessed it,
Sydney IV and Melbourne IV, and, althcough the results have not been ae fantastic
as we had hoped, they are still very euncouraging. We have been talking in terms
of $5,000 upwards - a bank has shown some interest in Sydney, and an oil company
has shown some interest in Melbourne.

One thing we must always bear in mind is that, whereever the money comes from,
government or big business, it will have certain conditions attached. We have

to make sure that we are prepared to look after our spomsors. After they have
decided to show interest in us once, it is likely they will do so again. Most
companies have a predetermined budget set at the beginnning of each financial vear,
and it is less homework for them to give to organisations they know and approve

of. They are so impressed by detailed reports, seat in on time , to the extent
that it sometimes seems more essential for us to get a report ia on time than to
achieve high arristic standards, even though it goes against the grain to say s0!
We must be prepared to play the gams if we wani their money.

During our term we have alwavs tried to stress the long-term view. We have
successfully used the AICSA 3urvey to stress in our grant applications the long
term benefits of IVs to the community, and we have placed a very strong emphasis

on forward plaaning. Despite the falling attendance at IVs, our membership numbers
and attendance at Minifests remain stable, and we can be confident of our future,

In conclusion, manv thanks tco Vicki and Bill for the help they have done. 1
think we have worked well togerher as a team.

Neil Maszon, AICSA President.
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STATEMENT OF

1ST JULY 193

BECTUPTS AND SAVMENTS

0 TC 30TH JUME 1981

BALANCE ON 18T JULY 1980

RECEIFTS
Fees for 1975-80
Tees for 13980-81
Grants/loarns for 1.V.s
Repayment by IL.V. of Loan

Contribution by 3ist I.V.
Trust fnd

Donation by A.N.Z. Bank
Repayment by 28th I.V.C.F.
Profit from Cassette Sales

terest Recelvad

Total Receipts

PAYMENTS

C.F. to

of lLecan

Grante/Loans for 32nd T.V.C.I

Repaynernts to Trust Tunc
Contributions to Trust Fund
ERATC Costs

Choral Composition Prize
Archives Expenditure
Administration

Total Payments

SURPLUS

BALANCE ON 3C0TH JUNE 1881

400.
306G.

1,50C0.

50.
110.
120.

3,030.

$

£58.98

7,287.63

4,257.08

This Statement agrees with balances of accounts with the National Bank

£ e -
Gx t"\ﬂiu [ 'ZSH_-_..-

B. Abrahzms
A.I.C.8.A. Treagurer

In my opinion the Statement

K.G. Mclonald
Auditor

of Receipts ard Payment: for the period lst
July 1980 to 30th June 1981 is a frue and fair view of the operations of the
Australian Interversity Choral Societies'

DW%SErc?W} Blhus (Mgt)., A.C.I.S.,

ALASLAL, AA ”.Mﬁ

Association.
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A.I.C.5.A. TRUST FUND

FINANCTAL REPORT, AUGUST 1981

INCOME
26th IVCF, Sydney 1975 3,223.0C
27th IVCF, Hobart 1976 500 .00
J1st IVCF, Perth 1980 1, 500.00

Accrued Interest:

Metropolifan Water Board, to April 1981 1,145.40

A.G.C. (Compound) to June 1981 1%3.70
N.S.W. Building Society, to May 1981 113.56
EXPENDITURE

Stamp Duty & Minute Bock 15.95

Absolute Graat tu 30¢th IVCEF, Brisbane 1979 200,00

CURRENT ASSETS

Sydney Metropolitan Water Board
L.oan Ne. 1900, 10.9% p.a. for 15 yrs, to Oct. 1992

Australian Guarantee Corporation

54th Prospectus Debenture Stock, $800 @ 8.5% p.a.
for 10 yrs, to March 1989 (incl Compound Interest)

Department of Main Roads, N.S.¥
Loan No. 450, 14.2% p.a. for 4 yrs, to August 1985

N.S.W. Permanent Building Society

Balance of accrued interest, unappropriated funds
Loan to 32nd IVCF, Adelaide 1981

Loan to 33rd IVCF, Sydney 1982

5,223.00

1,402.66

6,625.66

215.95

6,409.71

3,000.00

943,70

1, 500.00

266.01
400.00

300.00

6,409.71



flinders university choral society

box 2, the union,
flinders university,
bedford park, 5042.

NEWSLETTER.

Now that I.V. is over, the host societies have experienced little trouble
in settling back into a normal routine. There is, however, one committee
which could possibly disagree with me - unanimously. Never-the-less, FUCS,
in its own inimitable fashion, has once again chosen to spread goodwill

to all persons in this last term of the academic year. Shopping centres,

a community festival, a church service (in the Barossa Valley - remember
that?) and appearances with AUCS on the channel nine Christmas Carol
segment {on the telly!) are all to be graced with the benevolent sound

of FUC's goed cheer resting you merry gentlemen and others.

Last term saw FUCS participate in the CHORAL ROCK and several concerts on
campus ('ray!). The activeness of FUCS often surprises me. I hope that
this will continue. No doubt the new committee will serve as a good
catalyst for FUCS BIZ (AH-DOAN-WANNA-BE-IN-LARV, JUST-WANNA-PEES-OF-THE-
AKSHUN) in the future. It's headed by Mark Peel and secretar-ied by

Sue Nichols with many other notables in the lineup. They were all duly
elected at the A.G.M. held at the home of that illustrious workshop
conductor and Dowland-o-phile, Humphrey Tranter,and his wife, Daphne,

who both consented to be out for the meeting. The meeting was interspersed
with musical items, some sweet, some sad and some funny and was a good

nightnight (really A.G.M.s must be held more often).
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Queensland University Musical Society

Cr- Unversity of Queenshund
Students Unton Building
St Lucia, L4067

25/9/81

triends, Romans, countrymen {and tenors},
At the end of our last exciting
episode we were in the middle of rehearsing pieces by J.C. Bach,
Vvaughan Williams (the same ones performed by the Corinthian Singers
during I.V.!) and the Theresa Mass by Haydn. The concert arrived, as
concerts are wont to do, finding us well prepared, despite highly
chromatic fugues, 8 part a capella songs and other trivialities.

It was, to put it simply, smashing (I will not even attempt
modesty here). The orchestra behaved itself beautifully, the J.C. Bach
bubbled along merrily, the Vaughan Williams were real charmers and the
Haydn... well, he certainly believed in ending with a bang, not a whimper.
The fact that we could carry off such a large work so well is due in part
to our having a choir of 62. with (sit down, this is going to be a shock)

14 tenors: (We are actually loaning tencrs to our local Music Dept. choir,
and are considering a hire scheme, say 20% of the replacement cost plus
postage)

After another cosy PCP (complete with toasted marshmallows)}
we came straight back {and I do nean straight back, only about two and
a half weeks break!) for the Braams - {(More chromatic fugues!)

aparc from our main choir, we also have a flourishing
smaller group of more experienced singers called the University Chorale.
They appeared on ABC 2 twice las- month, on "Sacred Music® as the major
item with Palestrina's "Missa Salve Regina", and another programme doing
Ttalian madrigals. (They're getting a lot of nileage out of the madrigals;
upcoming are a concert performance in our Warana festival (our equivalent
of spring fertility rites) {said concert being organized by Ronald Hamner,
composer of the theme to vgiue rills™) and another rendition at a

restaurant which will be doing é&n Italian menu to match the live
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Meanwhile QUMS has not been idle. The Brahms German Reguiem

(2)

i (Chorale makes a fair bit of money for QUMS- amazing the

froition in a performance memorable in more ways than one (see

g i1
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for recording by ABC

sn audience of about TWELVE HUNDRED being sung to by a choir of
(With our local Conservatorium fielding two hundred in
cert concerte (lead by the unforgettable Roy Wales) choral music is
Four days later we were back again, rehearsing

1n mrumby, 2X QUM Jon Fitzgerald and ex-baritone for the

“lichael Leighton-Jdones (also baritone soloist for the Brahms

(who have just Broadcast our performance of

churz' Psalm 100 from last Christmas).

That's all for this time {isn't it enough?!)

‘Bye for now,

Mark Chapman,

QUMS .

CS

No stronger evidence of
the Queensiand Youth Or-
chestra’s fantastically high
standard is needed than
the contretemps faczing
eonduetor Johin Currg on
Saturday night.

A maiiunciion Brisnane
City Wall B shetn three horn-
paavers unul half time.

A hurried readjusiment of
parr: zllowed  the undermanhed
erchesira to proceed with a still
impresgive Trazic Overture of
3. ahims.

The youne playvers then
annched holdiv into new ferrito-
Fvo secompanying a major choral
vi-iethiece. the German  Re-
rm of Brahms,

DL

Earels perinrmed because of s
~urfieaity tmany awkward, high
s e s . and choiry,
<1 voncerned need expertise ie-

vond the ordinary to override
George Bernard Shaw's oft-re-
peated taunts: “Monumentally
dull.”

Baritone Aichael Leighton
Jones was admirable 1n a DA
more suited to a raither heavier
calibre of voice. ’

Soprano Lila May, uncertain in
time values, needed more radiant
whe ior her single but urying
aria.

But ,nearly 200 choristers,
members of the Bach Society and
various groups from Queensland
University, gave Brishane some-
thing it hasn’t hieard for years: &
fresh-toned. piteh - conscious
and properly balanced choeir

For this alone, the occasion
wag memorable,

— JORN VILLAUME.



box 32, the union 2006

Dear everyone,

Greetings from the land of Opera Houses and Manly Pler! The Syd.
Uni. Mus. Soc. is alive and exiending the foct forward with a smooth swinging
action! (I don't know what I'm mseant Lo taik about so I hereby reiinguish all
responsibility for incoherence.)

Well IV was...Wwow, you know...just...amazing. In the words of our resident
finger-in-the-national-pielviz AICSA Librarian Mark Dolahenty):oolOohmyheadoo
comeandgetmeGodoourgh. Anyway we'll soon work out whose sum is whose.

Everybody had a fantastic time in Adelaide, QSpecially at the concert- the
works were marvelious (God I didn't say that did I). Gee Adelaide’s flat! It's
funny having a level plain with Jjust nills in the distance and wide straight
roads etc.

Back to the county of Cumberland-did you hear about the Trinity term
concert? It was the Durufle Requiem (mmm) and the Stravinsky Mass (zing bong).
Despite initial protests and catatonic stares conductor Xelth pushed on and
evan some of the Olde Guarde warmed to it,{a bit, anyway! and some of the
s0lo work, especially Bridgst's and Katrina's, was exguisite.

We are now lecking forward to the Carolfest much later on, the 11th of
December, and more sconer in time to the present moment here and now, the
5UMS dinner? Wow! on the i4th October, furn times for all. Ben McPherscn has
ordained the theme "Come as your Favourite Forbzar'" so do pop by if you breeze
i on the wild side.

That's about it for 3
for IV 82 which YOU ARE 4

UMS(I think). We will soon be tres busy fund raising
LL COMING TO I hope. See you all next year. Or sooner.

FESTIVAL OF SCAP OPERAS AND COMMERCTALS
A TEALITIONAT CONSUMER EVENING. kv Susan HodgRir

tne rormat of these programmss follows the traditional pattern laid
dowr. almost three centuries ago Ly Autocrate GBZ/B,who was responsible for the
zplit between the Commercial and the Scap Jpera branches of the church.He created
The Commercial College,Cambridge,and we are following the pattern traditionally
performed by themn.

Muck of the material presented here is from the very early periods of television
and accurate renditior becomes a matter for zcademic study.For instance the
joyful"HodieChristus Purchazum B#t"dates back t¢ the "Classics'perlod of tele-
vision,and mzy have been drawn from an aven earlier form of music known as
"Music",a primitive entertainment consisting totally of aural tracking.
rerforming this as +the original composer musi have wished 1is quite difficult ,
38 camerz notation was then very undeveloped,and interpretations of directions
like "Pan"are various.



The perfofmers will,of course,process to the lovely"Buy Your Shot In New York
City",with the traditional hallucinogenic flashback motif,then follous the
"Hodie", anrcuncing the birth of the commercial.

The commercial churchdid not,of course,entirely renounce the merits of the

Soap Opers,and the traditional™Days Of Our Lives"segment vividly portrays

the links with the early doctrines-banality and mediocraty reign supreme.The
tenets of the commercial church clearly state that this service. Tormat of
alternating banal Soap Operas and the livelier commercials was the ore followed
by the eariy Television worshippers.

"A Soap Powder Most Pure"returns us to the Commercials,with a bright,pleasant
arrangement in the "Full Frontal Nudity"period,"Adam I2 Aboundeth",the next
commercial ,although arranged in what appears to be a "Classics"style,actually
belongs to the much later“Fascist Violence"period.Hence the delicately contrived
explosion,killing the first four Negroes in the first half-minute.lt is thought
that Adam I2 may refer o a 20th-Century icon,or possibly a defunct Soap Opera.

The second soap opera,"Number 96",foretells the birth of that mighity integrated
miracle,the commercial Socap Opera.

"The Honeywell Connecticn®,from the little known"Pragmatic"period,provides a
Quiet contrast to this."Away in a Squad Car"again returns us to the "Fascist
Violence"veriod,reminding us that much evolution had to take place befors the
integrated C/S0 came into being.

The next Scap Operasegment,"The Prophet Malcolm Foretells The Glory Of Liberal"

is rather anomalous,Scholars are not sure whether this is a real Soap Opera
(though to the ordinary person it is indistinguishable from the earlier segments),
or a commercial.It may be Apocryphal,since it's contents bear much relation to
the work produced in the "Fascist Violence"period.

In the next commercial,”O Little Tub Of Margarine™we see the strong influence
of the previously downtrodden Communist nations,whose entry into the world of
advertisingwas delayed but whose impact was tremendous. The poignancy of the
Soviet mother watching her child waste away for lack of margarine must touch
all advertising hearts.

"Th§ first Towell"”, a very old but joyful commercial is a participation comm-
ercial, and you will find your feedback terminal underneath your seat. The
"Full Frontal Nudity" period arrangement makes Por ease of participation.

The final Soap Opera segment, "The Muppet Show Salutes IBM" is an early
example of the modern integrated genre familiar to us all in oyr daily worship.
gotice the use of subliminal advertising, Freudian dream symbols, and Skinner-
ian conditioning as well as pure entertainment. Although modern viewers may

be used tc a more subtle blend (The electric shock administered may be a
little startling, so keep your cardiac arrest kit handy, it is fascinating

to see how these early masters =zchieved their goals.

Finally, the performers will recess to the "Profitus Hodie",another ancient
"Classics" carol.
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Before L.V, AUCS seemed Lo be ex-

periencing a number of problems, (Elc”ﬁ/ CSLC@H:
particularly with fluctuating small 4
numbers attending rehearsals. A major

reason for this possibly was our change of rehearsal day to
Wednesday; however our committee felt 1%t bhetter to have an
enthusiastic new conductor in Tim Sexton than to retain Thursday
night rehearsals. We managed to get a sizezble contingent of 28
choristers to I.V., and this has led to a number of more pleasant changes.

AUCS is presently preparing for a predominately FAUCS songbook (yes, the
green one which is excellent value at $4,50) concert to be held on Cetober
24%h at Pilgrim Church. We have an enthusiastic active membership of 25
members (of which six are tenors). Tim Sexton is working hard as our conduct-
or and is obtaining a reasonably confident sound from us. So it seems that
T.V. has injected much enthusiasm into our membership. Evidence of this

must surely be the almost total attendance at an all day Saturday rehearsal

last week,

Also AUCS, along with FUCS, are involved in a publicity - no payment - Christ~
mas Carols recording with T.V. station Channel G om October 25th, You're
right, it is a day after our concert and also after aur post concert party.
Carl Crossin is conducting our marvellous voices. We will be heard and
possitly seen 6 times daily before Xmas and possibly for the next ten yeawrs.

Sur ACH was held last Saturday night at Kate and Dave Peake's place in
Semaphore, AS in the past it was accompanied with a three course dinner
which was this year prepared by Committee members. Lynne had the meeting
completed in a very shori time enabling us to relax and enjoy the remginder
of our dinner. Our Committese for 1962 is as fellows:-

president: Neil Piggott, & Harrison Gve, Northfield, 5085. ph. 2622646,
Vice President: Louise Perse.,

Secretary: Martin Penhale.

Teeasurer: Megan Dansie,

Concert Manager: Liz Finch

Iibrarian: Andrew Scoti.

Publicity Officer: Michael Speck.

Social Secretary: Jennie Jones,

I.P.FP.Lynne Smythe.

Morals Officer: Dick Leeson.

Socially, functions crganised by AUCS are at a fairly low key as most choris-
ters are studying for exams. The venue which has been featured for coffees

is the Cafe Chevrolet and this is dus to it's convenience. Also, AUCS has
sent a reasonable ccniingent to the Melbourne Post I.V. party. The next AUCS
function will possibly be a recuperation camp.

Finally, remember that the following may be purchased from us simply by
slacing an order:- (I) FAUCS Songbock $4.50

(23 New publicity T shirts $4.00:

(3) 0ld Audrey AUC T shirts $4.00

ie1l, I must away as I hzve exhausted the supply of news, It was great having
you a1l at Adelaide I.VI

Luv Heil and all AUCS members.

[} (1“)_.



university of wa

UNDER GRADUATE CHORAL SOCIETY

guild of undergraduates,
university of w.a,,
nedlands, 6009.

PUCS has just had its AGM and gasp! sigh! election of the new committee {(the gasp
are because 6 of the 11 positions were contested).The Liszt goes like

W

b
ot
i
1.
i
)

President: Serena
President of Vice: Grant Lipmann
Secretary: Jud Horner (of I.V. fame)
Treasurer: Rachel! Robertson
Con Man: Claire Whitaker
Pub Off: Michelle Mosely (I've probably got that wrong-oh welll)
S0¢ 3ec: Ros Lawson
Librarian: Leonis Rutherford (of boat race fame)
"R schord” Ed: Rill Jones (He's not one of the crowd here- we have a
nhalanx of base Peters, not fenor Bills).
Ordinary {sez who?) committee members: Peter Bryant {one of the three)
Jackie Gibbon

Second term concert looks a3 though it may actually happen- Moody Blues, songs
Af Middle Earthl (Elvish is easier te sing than Hebrew, though Leonie confused
the choir no end by pointing out it was Sindarin not Quenya. Cries of "Who?",
"gnat?" etc.),three Steeleye Span songs and a couple of other bits and pieces.
The bipg day 13 October 13th, lunchtime. IT you happen to be in Pertn... travel
sver from the Fost-I.V. narty in Melbourne...{this is sheer jealousy because the
rost-I.V. party is 1000km. Turther than 1.V. was and that took 2 days).

After that we can etzrt preparation for the carols concert, and then next year
shepe's tzik of deing "Jabberwocky' agaln (FUCS is on a nostalgia bingel.

4s & zossip oolumnist I'm afreid I'm & little out t of touch (no pun intended)

Pl [ - da
=0 those who are hreathlaszs about who J..o.o will take up with now that S. is
Fone, eot your hesrts oun.

i, anae the choir ie svanly divided in enthuslasns iold I.V.ers! and puzzlement

crophiss, =nd we're 2311 having a lovely time embarrassing Leonie over her prowess



I hear MonUCS women get possession of their 3 cup as from The Wedding
(the K#.enterprises one} which is magnanimous of them since we get more than
half the time before Sydney I.V.

Since I've given another article as well (that'll make Cathy squirm if she
decides it's too terrible to print) I won't keep grotting up the place with
this.

Greetings from PUCS
! i e
FOTRRL S ! Lﬁt’:{é} (SO

P.S. there are rumours of another Audirey Cecil hmmm at the post concert party...

MURDOCH UMIVERSITY CHORAL SOCIETY

Wow! What an 1.V.! It is just no fun when you get the dreaded turgie.
You leave with the feeling that it was only just beginning. 5o, it will
be bags packed for Sydney, to make up for the lost time at Adelaide.
MURDUCS was well represented at this year's IVCF - Peter, Sue and Leonie
were there, and Bill (ex MURDUCS) was, too. {1 shall add that these people
also belong to PUCS)

Back to earth! What have MURDUCS been up to?

After vet another resounding success at the Graduation Ceremony in the
Perth Concert Hall, praise has been tossed around, and ve were left
wondering what to tackle next. This concert consisted of Randall
Thompson's '"'Alleluia’ and Vaughan William’s "Waliant-for-Truth' motet.

Then Murdoch Music Society asked MURDUCS if they would like to perform

a lunchtime recital, as part of their yearly programme, and we promptly

asked the Gilbert and Sullivan Society of W.A. if some of their soloists
would again like to join us, after last years success with excerpts from
"The Sorcerer''.

We settled for a semi-enactment of the full performance of "Trial by Jury',
being only of 40 minutes duration. Conductor Anne Quilty spent two weeks

on jury duty just prior to our performance - just for verisimilitude?!

After lots of ups and downs, we made it to a very lively performance on
Thuesday 15th September, with near thunderous applause from almost a packed
hours (340 - the concert being free!); finishing the whole work in 34 minutes-
we understand that the record for a performance of this work is 31 minutes.

We have a second chance to redeem our few blunders with a second lunchtime
performance at the W.A. Institute of Technology on 7th October.

October can only mean that Christmas is just around the corner, and it is

time to brush off the cobwebs and tune up ye olde carols. This year we
will try out the University's amphitheatre for our carol festival.

PETER FALLON



MONASH UNIVERSITY EHDRAL SOCIETY

C /o UNION, MONASH UNIVERSITY CLAYTON 3168

Telex: Monash Univarsity. Melooune

The orchestras was blaring, voices were being tuneé, and nerves were twanging
to the breaking point.backstage at Monash's Rober® Blackwocd Hall in anti-
cipation of the concert. Would it succeed? Almost a silly question, tut

more importantly; would it make money?

The shew had taken, or been the sxcuse for, two rehearsal camps. The
second was at Maryfield, Rosetud, and was very strict, at least at the
outset. Bill Collopy, the one with the responsibility, was late, so an
alternative "Bill Collopy" was put forward. Thankfully the original was
unknown to the caretaker, who insisted that we sign for rooms and show no
sign of alcohol.

Yet the camp itself was great, with an outstanding revue on the 3aturday
night including some great comic sketches.

So the concert started with chorister and composer Rob Kay's Quicksands,
with its'! wonderful effects of groaning and laughter and the gquestion; will
that note passed around the auditorium evexr get there?

It did.

Tndeed the entire conceri was a spirited success, and so was the post
concert orgy which, according to certain sources,wound up around eight a.m.

Jf course this rehearsal process wag pleasurably interrupted by I.V., and
these who went enjoyed themselves immensely. [ think they got something out
of the music as well. But the women of MonUCS winning the sculling third
year in a row (with PUCS) demonstrates thelr amazing affinity with alcohol.

Here I am obliged %o pause in execution of a presidentisl command; nor-com-
nliance could mean having the tongue carefully ripped out and hung on &
nusic stand. So here's the MonUCS commitiee, barring resignations, sack-
ings or death:

President: Katie Purvis
Vice President: Lisa West
Treasurer: Ernie Gruner
Secretary: Mira Hariharan
Librarian; Jane Routley
rub. Jficer: Jane Stoti
Con,., Mahagsr: Teny Bannister
Gersral Ass: Mandy Joyee

Phew! And it's on to things coming up like the MonUCS dinner, and it betiter
be worth 1i.

e'pe starting on the Chrisimes concert, to be performed, for a change, at
“hristmas. cell, it's been done in July, for that English climate feel and
sree turkey, I suppose. We'll be hancling bits of Handel's Messiah, Vaughan-
+11liams' Fantasiz on Christmas Carols, and an Indonsesian plece, Bintang

i
Bstlehen, accomzanied by a Javanese gamelan orchestra, which is a kind of

Tizp hrsss band mainly consisting of saucepan 1id type things, that plays



"They‘re Ginging my Gorg". It all should be a crashing success.

But how do we Tind out? Will it? YWhat's the trus tone of MonUCS choristers?
Are trey as corrurt as they zre? These and other guestions will be ignored
in detail in the next issue, which so reminds me of the cld proverb; "MonUCS
will sing, so lomg as there are singers”,

Univers i{'y o% Q@o_ens[anb

P.O. BOX 60, UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND, ST LUCIA, O 4067

Decr Eratolog'Qt%.

znge sensation it was te get back from IV and find
that Pro Musiba had had such zn influx of new members that 1t was bigger
thar the whole IV cholr put together.

Naturally we took advantage of the situation by performing the Brahms'
"German Requiem " a performance which was organised at the last minute -
weell, last year, anyway. I would like to thank the odd{very odd) QUM, Bach
Chorister, and members of the officizl University of Queensland Department
of Music choir who helpec ug out by adding thoss few extra people to enable
s to outnumber the orchestra.

Actually, the performance gave me goosebumps in places, notably on

my arms. The orchestrz played superbly, even though three out of five horn
plavers got stuck in & 1ift Jor an hour and a half. something that doesn't
nappen every day (2t lsast, I don't think it does). The critics thought it
wes Lriff, even Sajlﬂg that the choir was well balanced-they obviously
didn't mean numerically. OF course, one would have to be well-balanced to
3ing in Fro Musica.

Well, what exciting pizns have we te follow this extavaganza? Bach and
hu's what! Mamely, Cantata MNo.140 (whack it off) and Acis and
e music's absolntely gorgeous, znd we haven't even learnt it yet.
ovembeP 20 is P-day{performance).
And then it's only 24 shopping acays to Christmes.

[fnfﬁ_j ncg‘t'cj ¢gu'glmd

Al Mo

“Hare we go. Friends, Romans and
Countrymen, -~ he wants 1o borrow
something again'”



THE SINGING VOICE
The histcry of vocal artistry and pedagogy
by Ross Worrall

0. PREFACE

fvery singing voice has its' own characteristic quality, depending
. in part on various physical attributes. The vocal tract length of the
singer is lcng in tasses, and is shorter through tenor, alto, to sop-
rano, for both organic and functional reascns.

Timbre (tone quality) is judged by the listener from pitch,
frequency of resomances, and closeness of the harmonics of the note. In a
wider sense, however, voice quality depends on aspects of artistic musical
verformance such as: attack, timbre, vibrato, dietion, phrasing and
dynamics,

The characteristic soloist voice has developed from the light,
thin clear quality of the troubador accompanied by a lute to the bright,
powerful, dramatic quality of the opera singex zecompanied by an orch-
estra, in response to the emergence of new muslcal forms:-

I, PRIMITIVE TIMES

Ancient song seems to have been communal. Primordial women were
often engaged in singing during their domestic routines. Women were thus
orobably superior in voice to men.

2, ANTIQUITY

In one 7th century B.C. bas-reief from Mesopotamia a choir is
- shown with one womzn baving her hand on her larynx, to produce the thin,
whiny, high notes favoured in the Zast up to recent times, The Greeks
revered music, as shown by the erics of Homer, and the myth of Orpheus and
- Furidice. Greek legends dc not describe the range and quality of the
voice of Orcheus, however,
The Romans zlsc had an enthusiasm for music, but developed & more
animated style than the Greeks. Nero appeared in contests and tours
betwesn 5GA.D. and £6A.D.

3, Ist to 6th CENTURY

Jewish chants were intoned by the congregations of the first Christian
churches, By the 3rd century, psalms and hymns were sung with the men
singing alternate verses to the women and children.

4, 7tk to I6th CENTURY

Secular song 2volved towards the bawdy Jongleur during the IIth century,
ané the noble troubsdors of the I2th century. However, emphasis was on the
i £ ohivalric love, rather than on vocal display. The

one was light, thin and clear, and without vibrato-quite

o inging volces of today.
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T breathing, legato line and florid passages were
i in the Christisn church by as early as the
. iy cantury. Neverthelesz, sacred music was to remain highly "polyphonic™
urtil i 7+h century - = musiczl style that did not help in the
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6. TI-E I7th CENTURY

The writing ~f the first operz In I600 began the first age of 'bel canto’
hilz i ;erritted the full brilliance, power, and
sut. The Itallan singing

ng o tbs =} was glven great attention
ced by oz controdlled crescendce - dimin-
A s o = regapded s the main

stretl Wwers employed. These singers had
weet, vetheiic guality, Yet their
brats, end thelr reign came to an snd

Icth century the operatis siyis began o inveive more acting, gest-

In the

iculation and drzma. The Gsrmen soprans SchrodereDevrient influsnced Wagner's

comcettl drazmetic 1 soprans Jenny Lind

emohasi : citer sherzcter.

d sang sighed attack

znd ve on lower gher notes.
Zhe mz ¥yooF e reach & climax
withou sTfort,

e 0z LATTER HALF OF THZ 1iin CENTURY

zlear and uvure,
slve artist,
ng voice of golden

er time; its
tti's, but not her
n of nitch, and

Caruso. Bnrice Caruso's
rength, sweetness and conirol
ten In the art of kel canto
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singers ccontinued the "bel cante" trad-
cund in Cabzile; 511ls, Horne and
Lhrough with vibrance was found in
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II. MODERN TIMES

The modern megatencr Lucianc Paverotti is the most recent throwback to
operz’s earliest golden zge. With his Rabelaissian bulk and brio, the latest
primissimo tenore onstage captivates the comnoscenti, whilst on television
he reaches and wows the masses,

His voice 1s suprerted with a taut, energising column of air that
keeps the tone uniform from top tc beottom, His range extends to top C's and
even D's, with an unforced, open-throated guality callsd lasciarsi andare
(letting it pour forth),

Id. COMMENTS

The empiriczl Tindings of singers and tesachers suggest thst the best methods

i 3 = 2 "
of voice trainilng are based on images. Pedagogical ccncgptg sg;h %s"'suppgrt ’
"register”,"attack”, "vlacement”, "covering", "vowel modification”, focgs '
"projection®, and *carrying power" induce in the singer & certain behaviour,
evoking & good tonal quaiity.

“Capn oo valtaever belicve this .7
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